
GASTROINTESTINAL  - Antiemetics - Dopamine antagonists

METOCLOPRAMIDE, PROCHLORPERAZINE210

Active 
ingredients 

(generic 
names)

METOCLOPRAMIDE (me-to-clo-pra-mide)     
PROCHLORPERAZINE (pro-chlor-per-a-zeen)

Other dopamine antagonists
Not included in this monograph — see AMH for information:
•	Domperidone
•	Droperidol
•	Haloperidol

What it is 
used for

•	Increasing gastrointestinal movement after operations 
•	Nausea and vomiting (adult)
Metoclopramide
•	Nausea and vomiting (adult) with: opioid 

withdrawl, palliative care, pregnancy
Procholperazine
•	Dizziness and vertigo

How it 
works

•	Acts on dopamine hormone receptors 
in brain and gut to reduce nausea and 
vomiting and increase gastrointestinal 
movement

Side effects

•	Restlessness
•	Agitation
•	Muscle spasm
•	Oculogyric crisis

Sleepy Constipation Headache 
(metoclopramide)

Dizzy 
(metoclopramide)



AMH 2022 section 12.3.1

211Medicines

Warnings

•	People with Parkinson’s disease

Children Old people Kidney trouble  
(metoclopramide)

Dehydration — may 
need oral rehydration 

salts

Depression Medical consult if 
needed for more 
than a short time 

(one week)

Tell the 
patient

Do not drive or 
operate machinery  

if sleepy

Drink lots of water Return to clinic if still 
sick in 1–2 days

Warning stickers (page 310): Metoclopramide 12  
Prochlorperazine 1, 13, 16

Check •	Does patient have signs of dehydration
•	Check for cause of vomiting
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